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The 50 best holidays in France
Stylish châteaux, fun family holidays and great breaks for
foodies and culture lovers — here are this year’s top trips

Carolyn Boyd

January 7 2017, 12:01am, The Times

Château du Ludaix is in rolling countryside in one of the least-populated parts of France
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The famous wild horses of the Camargue
KONRAD WOTHE/MINDEN PICTURES/CORBIS

Best for families

1 Boating in the Camargue 
Take the family oū the beaten track with a self-drive boating
holiday in the south of France. The GuardiansƵ Cruise is a new
package from Le Boat and takes in the fortiŮed town of Aigues-
Mortes, with its striking fortress walls, and the wildlife of the
Camargue, including the famous wild horses and ůamingos.
Head oū on a boat with four en suite cabins and a sun deck. 
Details A weekƵs self-catering costs from ƾ234pp (ƾ2,105 for a
whole boat) on Horizon 4, which sleeps up to nine people,
departing on April 8 (0844 4172028, leboat.co.uk). Fly to
Montpellier, or take the train to Avignon

2 ChĆteau stay, Auvergne 
The fairytale ChĆteau du Ludaix with turrets and shuttered
windows is in rolling countryside in one of the least-populated
parts of France. Available for up to 18 or 30 people, the
beautifully decorated property has a pool, games room and
gym. You can book by the room too, or try the new cookery
course launching in May. 
Details A three-night self-catering weekend for 18 people is
from ƾ2,250, or ƾ3,900 for 30 people. Rooms cost from ƺ120 a
night, B&B. The cookery course is ƺ750pp (00 33 4 70 51 62 32,
sawdays.co.uk). Fly to Limoges

3 Historical theme park, VendĖe  
The Puy du Fou theme park will leave you in awe with the scale
of its historic re-enactments. To celebrate its 40th birthday,
there will be a new show, Le Grand Carillon, in which musicians
play enormous bells suspended 16m high. There is also a new
in-park hotel in the shape of a fortress and two new themed
restaurants. 
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